
In 2021, 18.3% of Montreal students dropped  
out of high school 1; in disadvantaged neighbourhoods, 
that rate was 2.5 times higher.2

Growing up in low-rent housing
The pandemic crisis has had a devastating impact on school  
perseverance, especially for students from disadvantaged backgrounds.

of respondents dropped out 
of high school.4
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never made it to high school.4

of respondents reached CEGEP  
or university. 4

Though similar to the rest of the school population, the percentage of students 
who do not receive a diploma is higher among students born outside of 
Canada (1st generation : 45,3%) as compared to students with one or more 
parent born outside of Canada (2nd generation : 29,8%). 1
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(1)	 Montreal Hooked on School (MHS)
(2)	Centraide of Greater Montreal

(3)	Quebec government, portrait du décrochage scolaire  
	 chez les jeunes du secondaire du réseau public à Montréal
(4)	Survey carried out among OMHM residents. (April 2009)

Dropping out of school is associated 
with the socioeconomic vulnerability 
of students.3

The average annual income 
of families living in this type 
of housing is less than

of families rely on wages as their 
main source of income
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A significant majority  
of residents are 

allophones of these families receive 
government assistance from 
programs other than social welfare
(SAAQ, CNESST, OPIP, Old age Security, 
 Quebec Pension Plan, etc.)
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of these families receive 
social welfare

48% 



Who are these young people?

Number of children according to age group

20%  |  19-25 years old

35%  |  13-18 years old

32%  |  6-12 years old

13%  |  0-5 years old

*Source : Office municipal d’habitation de Montréal (OMHM)

Distribution of families according to family composition
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24%

16%

15%

32%

At least 2 adults – 1 child

1 adult – 1 child

1 adult – 2 children

1 adult – 
at least 3 children 

At least 2 adults 
and 2 children

Despite the help that subsidized housing may provide, the vast majority of families in OMHM communities live 
in extreme poverty and social exclusion.  In some neighbourhoods, more than half of the students leave school 
without obtaining their high school diploma. Nearly 10,000 young people under 25 live in OMHM housing, of which 
more that two thirds are of school age, with 32% being in elementary school and 35% in high school.



Composition of families with children

32% Couples

68% Single parent family

are single-parent families with a 
woman as head of the family

are young families (one of the two 
parents is under 35 years old)

are families with dependent 
children (18-25 years old)

52% 15% 45% 

In these difficult, pandemic times, Chanceline-Rebe is a student who is always present at school whether 
it be in person or at a distance. She is a serious student and very perseverant. Her mother, who is a single 

parent, works hard as a careworker in a private residence for the elderly. In order to be able to offer her 
6 kids everything they need, she works long hours. Chanceline-Rebe would like to become a doctor, 

helping others is an important value for her. It would be easy for this young adolescent to give up, but 
Chanceline-Rebe is doing everything to the contrary. 

Chanceline-Rebe, student at l’école Saint-Henri, received her secondary school diploma on June 30,2021



Where the families are located.

VERDUN
16 families

SUD-OUEST

1 219 families

VILLE-MARIE
484 families

SAINT-LAURENT
90 families

MONTRÉAL-NORD
85 families

SAINT- 
LÉONARD

27 families

LASALLE
46 families

VERDUN

22 enfants 
16 familles

ROSEMONT– 
LA PETITE-PATRIE

154 families

MERCIER–
HOCHELAGA-

MAISONNEUVE
640 families

CÔTE- 
DES-NEIGES– 

NOTRE-DAME- 
DE-GRÂCE

144 families

LACHINE

189 families

PLATEAU- 
MONT-ROYAL
218 families

WESTMOUNT
26 families

RIVIÈRE- 
DES-PRAIRIES–

POINTE- 
AUX-TREMBLES

265families

VILLERAY– 
SAINT-MICHEL–

PARC-EXTENSION
403 familiesAHUNTSIC-

CARTIERVILLE
322 families



415, Saint-Antoine Street West, Office 202
Montréal (Québec) H2Z 1H8

P: 514 868-2345  |  E: fondation@omhm.qc.ca

www.fondationlacle.ca Fondationlaclé

mailto:%20fondation%40omhm.qc.ca?subject=
https://www.linkedin.com/company/27157625/admin/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZEYLVYvqKcbErQ8HogK0Rg
https://www.facebook.com/FondationLaCle/
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